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AA  bbeeggiinnnneerr’’ss  gguuiiddee  ttoo  hhiirriinngg  aa  mmaarrqquueeee..  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

FFaaiirryyttaalleeMMaarrqquueeeess  
8 Heath Road, Gamlingay,  

Cambridgeshire, SG19 2JE 

Tel: 01767 652968 
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AAbboouutt  uuss  

  

  
We are a small family run business. We take pride in both our work and 
customer service. 
We can supply quality clearspan and traditional marquees to cater for up to 800 
people seated, around tables, or even more with a theatre style arrangement. 
Whatever event you have in mind, be it a wedding, sales promotion or a party 
etc a Fairytale marquee can give the event that little more pizzazz! 
 
Here at Fairytale Marquees we understand how baffling renting a marquee can 
be for first time hirers. The aim of this guide is to take you through the various 
options step by step, hopefully answering all of your questions along the way. 
 
If you are still left confused, then why not call or e-mail us with your questions.  
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The two most common types of marquee that are available are the Traditional 
style marquees and Clearspan style marquees.  
 
●The Traditional Marquee: The marquees with the big poles up the middle and 
lots of guy ropes. 
 
Because the guy ropes play such an essential role in holding the marquee up,  
these marquees can only be erected on surfaces which can have steaks 
hammered into it i.e.  grass.    

  

  
  

  

WWhhaatt  ttyyppeess  ooff  mmaarrqquueeee  aarree  

aavvaaiillaabbllee??  
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●The Clearspan Marquee:  The marquees without the big poles up the middle 
and no guy ropes. 
 
The structural strength of these marquees is in the metal framework hence there 
are no guy ropes at all. This marquee needs anchoring only to stop the wind 
from lifting it. Therefore they can either be staked down (on grass) or weighted 
down (on concrete).    

  

  
  

  
  

  

TThhee  ssiiddee  wwaallllss  ffoorr  bbootthh  mmaarrqquueeeess  aarree  nnoott  aa  ssttrruuccttuurraall  aassppeecctt  aanndd  ccaann  tthheerreeffoorree  

bbee  rreemmoovveedd  ffrroomm  aannyy  ppoossiittiioonn  oorr  iinnddeeeedd  wwiinnddooww  wwaallllss  ccaann  bbee  ppllaacceedd  wwhheerreevveerr  

ssuuiittss..  
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More or less all of the accessories (such as flooring, lining etc) are available for 
both types of marquee. So the choice of style is really down to preference and 
budget. Below is a list of pros and cons which may help you decide: 
 
 

Clearspan Traditional 

Slightly more expensive to hire than 
traditional (10-20%) 

Slightly cheaper to hire than clearspan 
(10-20%) 

Some people prefer the clean, crisp 
look of the clearspan 

Some people prefer the ‘fairytale’ look 
of the traditional 

It can be erected on hard standings 
and grass. 

It can be erected on grass only 

It is more suitable for long term hire Not suitable for long term hires  

The rigid framework allows for more 
elaborate aerial rigs to be installed. I.e. 
Professional lighting rigs. 

The center upright poles can become 
a decorative feature 

It is modular and can be extended in 
10’ sections 

It is modular and can be extended in 
20’ sections 

   
 

• Handy tip:  
In a wedding marquee scenario, accessory choices such as carpet 
and furniture etc, can easily be responsible for upwards of 50% of 
the overall hire cost. 
So for instance, although the bare clearspan marquee is 10-20%  
more expensive, this may only increase the overall cost by 5-10%.  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

WWhhiicchh  ssttyyllee  sshhoouulldd  II  ggoo  ffoorr??  
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So, now you have chosen which style of marquee is right for you; it is time to 
look at the inside. 
To help you imagine what the inside of a clearspan marquee might look like so 
far without any accessories, there is a picture below.  
 

 
(Students and bag of rubbish not included) 

 
Some events require a marquee to be purely functional hence sometimes people 
hire a marquee in the form you see above. 
 
However what you could have inside the marquee is now only limited by 
imagination and laws of physics. See overleaf for a list of common accessories.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NNooww  II  kknnooww  wwhhaatt  ssttyyllee  mmaarrqquueeee  II  

wwaanntt,,  wwhhaatt  ccaann  II  hhaavvee  iinnssiiddee  iitt..  
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Here is a list of common accessories, working from the floor upward: 

  

IItteemm  NNootteess  

  

WWooooddeenn  fflloooorr  
  

NNoott  eesssseennttiiaall  oonn  aa  wweellll--ddrraaiinneedd  ssuurrffaaccee  oorr  iinn  aa  sscceennaarriioo  wwhheerree  

bbuuddggeett  iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt..  AA  wwooooddeenn  fflloooorr  ccaann  hheellpp  ttoo  ssmmooootthh  aa  

bbuummppyy  ssuurrffaaccee  aanndd  iitt  iiss  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  aa  mmuusstt  iiff  tthhee  ssuurrffaaccee  iiss  ssoofftt  

aanndd  tthheerree  wwiillll  bbee  hhiigghh  hheeeell  wweeaarreerrss!!      

  

  

CCaarrppeett  
  

CCaarrppeett  ccaann  bbee  llaaiidd  oovveerr  ggrraassss  oorr  oonn  aa  wwooooddeenn  fflloooorr..  IItt  iiss  aa  ccoosstt  

eeffffeeccttiivvee  ssoolluuttiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  sstteepp  iinn  aaddddiinngg  aa  wwooww  ffaaccttoorr  ttoo  

tthhee  mmaarrqquueeee  iinntteerriioorr..  SSttaannddaarrdd  ccaarrppeett  ccoolloouurrss  aarree  rreessttrriicctteedd  ttoo  

RReedd,,  GGrreeeenn  aanndd  CChhaarrccooaall,,  hhoowweevveerr  uuppoonn  rreeqquueesstt  wwee  ccaann  

ssoouurrccee  aannyy  ccoolloouurr  ccaarrppeett..  

  

  

DDaannccee  fflloooorr  
  

DDaannccee  fflloooorrss  aarree  mmoodduullaarr  aanndd  ccoommee  iinn  33’’xx33’’  ssqquuaarreess..    BByy  rruullee  

ooff  tthhuummbb  33  ssqquuaarree  ffeeeett  sshhoouulldd  bbee  aalllloowweedd  ppeerr  ppeerrssoonn..  SSoo  ffoorr  

iinnssttaannccee  aa  ppaarrttyy  ffoorr  110000  gguueesstt  wwoouulldd  nneeeedd  aa  330000  ssqquuaarree  ffoooott  

ddaannccee  fflloooorr,,  wwhhiicchh  eeqquuaatteess  ttoo  1188’’xx1188’’  ((oorr  66xx66  ssqquuaarreess))  

aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy..    

FFuunnkkyy  bbllaacckk  aanndd  wwhhiittee,,  aanndd  ppaarrqquueett  ddaannccee  fflloooorrss  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee..    

  

  

TTaabblleess  
  

FFoollddaabbllee  33’’  ,,44’’,,  55’’,,  55’’66””,,  66’’  cciirrccuullaarr,,  oovvaall  aanndd  ttrreessttllee  ttaabblleess  aarree  aallll  

aavvaaiillaabbllee..  TTaabbllee  ccllootthhss  aarree  aa  mmuusstt..  

  

  

CChhaaiirrss  
  

FFiirrsstt  cchhoooossee  tthhee  ffrraammee::    

GGoolldd,,  SSiillvveerr,,  WWhhiittee,,  LLiimmeewwaasshh,,  NNaattuurraall  

SSeeccoonndd,,  cchhoooossee  tthhee  sseeaatt  ppaadd::    

4400  aavvaaiillaabbllee  sseeaatt  ppaadd  ccoolloouurrss  

  

  

LLiinniinngg  
  

LLiinniinngg  iiss  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  iimmppoorrttaanntt  sstteepp  aaddddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  wwooww  ffaaccttoorr..  

TThhee  lliinniinngg  iiss  aann  iivvoorryy  ccoolloouurr  ssiillkkyy  ddrraappee  tthhaatt  ccoovveerrss  tthhee  

mmaarrqquueeee  iinntteerrnnaallllyy  ffrroomm  ttoopp  ttoo  bboottttoomm..        

  

  

LLiinniinngg  ––  SSwwaaggss  

aanndd  sswwaatthheess  

  

SSwwaaggss  hhaanngg  aarroouunndd  wwhheerree  tthhee  lliinniinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  rrooooff  jjooiinnss  tthhee  

lliinniinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  wwaallllss..  TThheessee  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  iinn  iivvoorryy  aass  ssttaannddaarrdd  

bbuutt  mmaannyy  ootthheerr  ccoolloouurr  ccoommbbiinnaattiioonnss  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee..  CCoolloouurreedd  
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sswwaatthheess  tthhaatt  sslliiccee  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  rrooooff  lliinniinngg  aarree  aallssoo  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ttoo  

aadddd  eexxttrraa  ccoolloouurr  aass  wweellll..  

  

  

LLiigghhttiinngg  
  

CChhaannddeelliieerrss  aanndd  uupplliigghhtteerrss  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  tthhee  ffeeeell  ooff  eexxttrraa  

wwaarrmmtthh  aanndd  ddeeccaaddeennccee..  

  

  

HHeeaattiinngg  
  

HHeeaattiinngg  iiss  oonnllyy  nneecceessssaarryy  bbeettwweeeenn  OOccttoobbeerr  aanndd  AApprriill,,  hhoowweevveerr  

sshhoouulldd  iitt  bbee  rreeqquuiirreedd,,  wwee  hhaavvee  eexxtteerrnnaall  hheeaatteerrss  tthhaatt  bbllooww  

wwaarrmm  aaiirr  iinnttoo  tthhee  mmaarrqquueeee  vviiaa  dduuccttss  tthhaatt  ppookkee  tthhrroouugghh  uunnddeerr  

tthhee  wwaalllliinngg..  FFoorr  ssuussttaaiinneedd  ccoommffoorrtt,,  aallll  hheeaatteerrss  aarree  

tthheerrmmoossttaattiiccaallllyy  ccoonnttrroolllleedd..  

  

  

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  

tthheemmeeiinngg  

  

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  tthheemmeeiinngg  iiss  tthhee  tthhiirrdd  aanndd  ffiinnaall  sstteepp  ttoo  aaddddiinngg  tthhee  

eeyyee--ppooppppiinngg  wwooww  ffaaccttoorr..  

WWee  hhaavvee  aa  rraannggee  ooff  ccoonnttaaccttss  tthhaatt  ssppeecciiaalliissee  iinn  tthheemmeeiinngg  

mmaarrqquueeee  iinntteerriioorrss..  TThheeyy  aarree  aabbllee  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  ccoolloouurr  wwaasshh  

lliigghhttiinngg,,  SSttaarr  ccllootthh  lliinniinnggss,,  pprrooppss,,  PPAA  aanndd  mmuucchh,,  mmuucchh  mmoorree..  
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GGaalllleerryy  ooff  eexxaammpplleess  

40’x70’ Clearspan marquee with 
Ivory lining covered with 5’ sections 
of fairy lights. 
Pale blue carpet and red colour 
wash lighting on the far wall. 
Gold banquet chairs with blue pad 
have been used. 

30’x50’ Traditional marquee with 
Ivory lining. 
Carcoal carpet with white plastic 
bistro chairs.  

40’x80’ Traditional marquee with 
Ivory lining. 
Custom white carpet with banquet 
chairs covered in white covers and 
blue bows.  
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SSiizzee  GGuuiiddee  

The way your guests are seated can affect their comfort but also size of the 
marquee you require, the images below are of the different possible table 

arrangements.  

 
6' Trestle Seating 6   

                                   

5' Round Seating 8. 5' Round Seating 10 

 

            6' Round Seating 8. 6' Round Seating 10. 6' Round Seating 12 

 

As an approximate guide, each 10' x 10' area of the marquee will accommodate 
a 5' round table seating 8-10 guests. (or 11’x11’ per 6’ round table etc)  

Remember to  allow extra space for dance floors, disco, buffet, bar, reception 
area etc (approximately 10ft x 20ft = 3Mx6M per bar, buffet and entertainment)    

  

 


